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Cadzow, Hamilton, or Chatelherault — the first name being the 
name of their forest home, the second being one of the Scotch titles 
of the ducal owners, the third being their French title — are thus 
generally regarded as being the remains of the ancient breed of 
white cattle which was found on the island when the Romans first 
visited it, and which they represent as then running wild in the 
woods. The universal tradition in Clydesdale, where they were 
called " Caledonian," is that they have been at Cadzow from the 
remotest antiquity, and the probability is that they formed part of 
the establishments of the early British and Scottish kings. Sir 
Walter Scott's stirring ballad on the hunting of the wild bull is too 
well known to need repetition. 



THE CALIFORNIA GRAY WHALE. 
(Rhaeheaneetes glaueus Cope.) 

BY JOHN DEAN CATON. 

I FIRST saw this interesting animal eighteen years ago, when 
running down the coast on the steamer Orizava. We then 
met them in considerable numbers when on their migration north. 
We were running but a few miles from shore, and generally ob- 
served them on the seaward side, but sometimes on the shore side- 
Sometimes they appeared quite close to the ship and did not seem 
to be much alarmed by the presence of the steamer. I have since 
taken pains to inform myself of the habits and mode of capture of 
this great sea mammal and think I may safely say that it is the 
most interesting of all the species of whale known to inhabit the 
great seas, perhaps because it is the best understood. 

It does not inhabit the distant depths of the broad oceans but its- 
habitat is confined to the coast line of the Pacific from Cape St. 
Lucas at the southern extremity of the peninsula of California to 
Behring sea and even into the Arctic ocean, where it sports among 
the icebergs of the north with as much apparent pleasure as it rolls 
and tumbles among the great breakers in its southern range. 

If other species of whales are as strictly migratory as this we lack 
the evidence to prove it. If others wander about into different 
seas, and even go from ocean to ocean, they do not move with that 
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regularity and system which constitutes what we call migration. 
With these this habit is as regular as the recurrence of the season, 
and is no doubt as universal as is that of most aquatic birds. 

Wintering in the south, this migration to the north commences 
in the spring, first with the males, who having no domestic duties or 
cares to detain them, leisurely proceed northward, and they are soon 
followed by the females with their young so soon as the latter are 
large enough to undertake the long journey. Not that either sex 
move in a body and together, for they are scattered along the coast 
for even months, though they generally move in schools of greater 
or less numbers, among which both males and females may occur. 
Undoubtedly the former were laggards, while the latter were of the 
advance of the females. 

Of all the families of whales, of this alone has it been possible to 
study the breeding habits with satisfactory results. 

Along the coast, in the southern part of their range, numerous 
lagoons are found indenting the shores, near the mouths or outlets 
of which, bars occur on which the surf breaks with great violence 
when the sea is rough, while the waters within are placid. These 
lagoons are the favorite breeding grounds of these whales, where 
they congregate in great numbers to bring forth their young, which 
occurs during the winter months, say from November till March. 
Although the fiercest fighters of all known whales it has not been 
known that they are quarrelsome among themselves. So far as 
known, peace and quiet prevails among all the members crowded 
together in the upper ends of these water enclosures or lying-in 
hospitals. But few males have been observed to intrude themselves 
into the privacy of these retreats. The period of gestation is said to 
be about twelve months, and from analogy impregnation takes place 
within a very few days after the young are brought forth. Eliott's 
exhaustive observations show that such is the case with the fur 
seals, whose period of gestation is the same. Indeed, this must be 
so, when the period of gestation nearly corresponds with the year, 
else there could be no regularity in the time when the young are 
brought forth, but it would occur irregularly at all seasons of the 
year. 

Another peculiarity of this whale is its fondness for sport or play. 
While this habit is solitary it is distinctly manifest. Its favorite 
amusement is to sport in the breakers or the bars at the entrance to 
bays, lagoons and rivers, and the greater the breakers, the more do 
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they seem to enjoy them, for there they play and gambol about, in- 
creasing the foam by the use of their powerful flukes, sometimes fairly 
turning somersaults, while at others they will cease apparent exertion, 
allowing themselves to be rolled and tossed about, the passive sport of 
the angry waters. 

Of all the known species of whales, this is the most cunning, 
courageous and vicious. So terrible is it, that with the old imple- 
ments of harpoon and lance, but few whalemen would court an en- 
counter with it, and it early received the name of the Devil Fish. 
I have no account that it ever maliciously attacked an unoffending 
object, yet when it found itself pursued where escape was difficult, 
even before it was struck, it has been known to turn upon pursuers 
and dash a boat to fragments with a single blow of its powerful 
flukes, and so has many a life been lost. 

It was in the whale nurseries, in the retired lagoons, where the 
young were brought forth and nursed, for a considerable time after 
they were able to accompany their mothers for long distances out to 
sea, that the most terrible encounters occurred. The mother has a 
remarkable affection for her young, and will do and dare everything 
in its defence, hence the. whalemen were cautioned not to strike the 
calf while the mother was living. If she would not resent a severe 
wound to herself, while there was yet hope for escape that she might 
live to nurse and take care of her offspring, when once her darling 
was injured her rage knew no bounds, and there was no escape from 
her but to run the boat into shallow water or upon the beach. It 
is said that when in port the masters of whalers, in convivial mood, 
each recounting his adventures and escapes, those among them who 
had ever pursued this whale, could silence all others when recount- 
ing the terroi'S of the chase, and would seek to rival each other in 
tales illustrating the ferocity and courage of the female when her 
young were in danger, and if the last in turn to come did not win 
the palm it was his own fault or rather his lack of inventive genius. 
This is the way the last one to relate his experience won the di'iiiks. 
He said he was once pursuing an old cow whale, with a well-grown 
calf, and while he had cautioned the man in the bow not to touch 
the calf, the youngster presented so fair a mark that he could not 
hold himself and so let him have it. Knowing what would follow, 
he instantly ordered all hands to pull for the shore, which fortu- 
nately was not far off. As they saw the enraged dam bearing down 
upon them like a tornado when they reached the shore, they turn- 
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bled out of the boat and thought they were safe. But no, she pur- 
sued them on land as well, and never stopped till she had treed 
them all ! 

The danger of the pursuit was much lessened, and the chances 
of capture of these dangerous animals was much increased by the 
introduction of the harpoon-gun and the bomb-lance. By them the 
attack could be made at a safer distance, and the exploded bomb 
produced instant death. 

The inshore habits of these whales made it possible for the na- 
tives to attack and capture them even with their rude implements 
but as I have met no account of this south of Washington Terri- 
tory, and rarely except in the vicinity of the Strait of Fuca, it is 
not improbable that much of the belligerent disposition of the brute 
may have left him by the time he has pursued his migratory jour- 
ney so far, and especially may the temper of the female have been 
improved when the defence of her offspring was no longer de- 
manded. Their mode of capture was simple though ingenious, but 
could have only met with disaster in their southern breeding 
grounds. Their mode was to attack with a large number' of canoes, 
each armed with several men and provided with a number of inflated 
bladders, or air- tight sacks made of skins ; to each of these was at- 
tached a light strong cord, at the other end of which was an arrow 
When a whale was sighted, the swiftly-paddled fleet pursued and 
embraced every opportunity for hours to shoot their arrows into him, 
always throwing overboard the proper air sack. Soon these began 
to tell by impeding his course through the water and preventing 
him from diving to as great a depth as formerly and obstructing 
his progress when fleeing from his pursuers. Thus in a longer or 
shorter time he might be literally covered with arrows, and so ob- 
structed and loaded down, so to speak, with the air sacks, that he 
became quite helpless and finally succumbed to his swarming ene- 
mies, when by their united efforts he was towed to the shore and 
utilized in their way. This was only rendered possible by the pe- 
culiar inshore habits of this species of the whale. 

For many years this whale was hunted from large whaling ships, 
which were anchored at convenient places near those locations 
where observation had shown the animal was most likely to be 
found, and from the ships whale boats were sent out to hunt for the 
game, and when captured they were towed to the ship and treated 
in the ordinary way. But this was an expensive mode of maintain- 



California Gray Whale. 513 

ing a whaling station, and as the objects of pursuit became scarce — 
notwithstanding the improved mode of capture by the use of the 
harpoon-gun and bomb-lance — the pursuit became unprofitable, 
when Yankee ingenuity proved equal to the emergency and shore 
whaling stations were thought of. These are built upon the shore 
in sheltered places, but commanding an extensive seaward view. 

Convenient structures are erected and equipped with all necessary 
implements and apparatus, with boats and arms for the capture of 
the whale, and everything on shore for treating the captive when 
brought to the shore. Near the station was a high lookout upon 
which a watchman was stationed with a well-understood system of 
signals, by means of which he could telegraph the boats when far 
out to sea. Here the men built comfortable cabins where they lived 
with their families, and later, as the whales became scarcer, they 
could pursue other avocations when their time could not be em- 
ployed in the pursuit of their prey, which intervals increased as the 
whales became less and less abundant, till now many of these shore 
stations have been entirely abandoned. Here, in Monterey, the first 
whaling station was established on shore in 1851, and later another 
was established, both of which did a successful business for years, but 
within the last few years they have been entirely abandoned. Some 
of the buildings still remain but they are fast going to decay, and 
the old whale boats may now be seen leaning up against the sheds 
useless and abandoned. So at Carmal mission, a few miles across 
the peninsula ; the absence of the game has compelled its desertion, 
and this is now true of most of the many whaling stations along 
this coast which once flourished. The station near the mouth of 
the bay of San Diego, I believe, is still kept up ; at least when I 
passed it three years ago I saw two whales were on the ways. 

Altogether we may well fear that this interesting species of this 
great family may before many years become extinct, as did the sea 
cow (unless governmental powers shall interpose to save them), 
which existed in incredible numbers about Bering Island when the 
great navigator was cast upon it, and where he found his grave in 
1741. 

The California whale may make a bolder and harder struggle for 
existence than did the Rhytina, but it is rapidly going to utter ex- 
tinction. While other species of the whale family have greatly 
diminished in numbers in all waters, still their habits protect them 
from final destruction. They have a wider range and cannot be 
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slaughtered on any exclusive breeding grounds. Here their nurs- 
eries are limited to particularly favored places which are known and 
accessible to all who choose to murder them, and it is a little re- 
markable that the State of California has not, long since, by strin- 
gent laws protected them, at least in the nurseries within her bor- 
ders. If their capture were confined to the open waters of the 
ocean and to a reasonable distance from the mouth of the lagoons 
in which they breed, we might well hope to see them multiply 
rather than fade away to final extinction. Certain interests encour- 
aged the extinction of the vast herds of buffalo which once roamed 
over the plains and even the forests of our country, that the ranch- 
men might have better pasturage for their stock, but no interest can 
be promoted by the destruction of this whale while great interests 
would be subserved by its protection and increase. Other animals 
are protected which are of no practical value except as mere spec- 
tacles, while their existence involves a positive loss by the destruc- 
tion of vast numbers of food fishes. 

I might have stated before, that the California whale, though not 
the largest of the family, is of a good size, the largest measuring 
forty to fifty feet in length, though the average is considerably less 
than this. They are fairly robust in form and well covered with 
fat. They furnish no whalebone, but they produce from twenty to 
seventy barrels of oil, which, though not of the best quality, com- 
mands a good price in the market. 

Solitary individuals of several other species of whales are fre- 
quently taken at the shore stations along this coast. 



